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Good Morning:

My name is Maris Fravel, and I reside in Port Austin for 7 months of the year.

| worked 44 years for Bechtel, designing and building electric power stations for
their clients, including Detroit Edison’s Belle River power plant near St. Clair.
During that time and since, power plant costs have increased as their designs
incorporated expanded environmental considerations in response to new
regulatory requirements. These new requirements were imposed due to steadily
increased awareness of the nature of power plant effects on the health of the
environment and consequently on the health of the people. Incorporating
environmental considerations in power plant design was not in any way a
voluntary action by the electric utility firms. No major efeciric utility has gone out
of business as a result of such incorporation.

Like many, | am in favor of energy production methods such as wind turbine
generators that are alternatives to those that require the burning of fo§§1E fuels
(well understood to be a major contributor to giobal warming).

However, Huron County is now faced with the environmental effects of wind
turbines on the health of its citizens arising from wind turbine setback {the
DS o oo
/

distance from the wind turbine to the nearest jome). 7&4; Ad
/WWM— QA LA

Much information is available on the internet (at wind-watch.org) and in published
form, including reports and formal testimony from individuals whose health has
been adversely affected by a wind turbine instaliation.

Physicians in Ontario, England, and New Zealand have documented common ill
health effects among peopie living near wind turbine generators. The symptoms
developed only after the start of turbine operation, and are relieved when the
people leave the wind turbine area. The symptoms include:

* sieep disturbance

 headache

° ringing or buzzing in the ears (tinnitus)

* ear pressure

* dizziness, vertigo

* nausea

¢ visual blurring

* racing heartbeat (tachycardia)

e irritability

* problems with concentration and memory

° panic episodes with sensations of internal pulsation or quivering which
arise while awake or asleep




A new book, “Wind Turbine Syndrome” by Dr. Nina Pierpoint of New York, is
about to be published containing thoughtful medical research on the issue. She
has determined the primary cause to be the effect of iow-frequency wind turbine
noise on the inner ear. Dr. Pierpoint recommends a setback of 1-1/4 miies from
homes, or anywhere else that people congregate. Highways are aiso a problem
for motorists with seizure and migrane disorders and motion sensitivity.

T wélz Boark
| urge the State of Michigadr}?md Huron County’s Commissioners to declare a
moratorium on further wind turbine development until the health effects are
understood and accommodated with properly and humanely based setback
criteria.

A

Thank you.

Maris Frave!

1901 Ciiff Road

Port Austin, MI 48467

August 24, 2009
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My name is Jeanette Hagen and I am a landowner at the Michigan Thumb Windpark

and I work for John Deere Wind Energy. 1 helped to develop and construct the Ubly
dpark. I‘fog K2 _‘Sm?rommaf bu wWind feibines g nd  do nsf P v Tence
[/}éﬁﬂ-‘huz’% Moke «+ Vibrationm [ 55085 ~Hinf O‘Zf\ers Ac.ye o kiwm chocr. TR e Closesd %1”5“\% o
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JZ hn Deere Wind Energy has had nine official complaints on the Ubly@rogect and is
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Workmg on resolutions to these, I beheve they will be resolved posﬁwely Epoing—ty
St e W o _43"_111_1"':2?-0— o T = S o cosmE B SO %
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I believe in the wind prOJects that have been and are bemg developed here in the ‘,j_
Thumb welcottes J-abl-develnnersthatwill-nlan-an T e tenaned z
: he Zoningii-place-i1s-good-Zoning The wxnd parks here are goed for ?@
the area and I weuld llke to state some of the posntlve aspects of the wind parks-4m QS
&

ga.— T ourism brings money to the area in the form U;

of restaurant hotel and gas statmn business. As of today, I have given 785 people a
tour at the Ubly site since May. 785 people spending money.

Wind parks bri;fg i‘;‘ﬁ%?féy and jobs to the area.

- The developers that work for John Deere’s two wind parks are local. John Deere
also has many employees and contractors that come and go every week working on
parts of the wind parks that are outside the scope of our maintenance technicians and
these folks stay at local hotels, eat at the restaurants, shop at the local stores, get gas
at the gas station, and tour the area. And we hire local companies to help maintain
and supply our offices.

All of the operation and maintenance technicians that work for beth wind parks are
hard working peopie and these are good paying jobs. Althocugh we do not have as
many employees as a factory we also are paying easement payments every quarter.
That is hundreds of thousands of dollars going right back into the local economy
here. I have estimated that the money being paid out for easement payments would
equal approximately 30 factory jobs here. That is in addition to my job and all the
operation and maintenance workers at the site. This is for the Ubly project only as I
do not have all the figures for the Harvest Wind farm.

-‘C{\f'ﬁ-f "éfio U “”C‘f’?g;y Ws@' ey CMV«
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*Buring constmctmn, there were an incredible number of permlts neededthat cost
money. Moneypaid-to the county, the townshnps, and the stateand there is an
incredible number of people that ked here and- aye(i here — at local hotels,
renting many of the homes for saie in Lbly, Bav-Axe and surrounding areas; all the
people had to eat — at a restauranit or shopping at a grocery-store or eating at a pub,
and possibly a drink at@ bar every now and again; all the people had-te buy gas.
That is notevefl mentioning all the local companies that were hired during
copstruction.
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A millage was passed last year for the Ubly School District. Our milis for this year
were to be 1.5 mills assessed to each landowner in the Ubly School District. Because
of the wind turbines installed and operating and being assessed as personal property
— this year this mili will be significantly reduced to .9 mills. This is a beautiful benefit
to those of us affected by the millage. This directly benefited all of us who live in the
Ubly School District.

The personal property tax that will be paid to Bingham and Sheridan Township
totals over three quarters of a million dollars THIS YEAR ALONE and Bingham will
keep approximately 80 thousand this year. Sheridan will keep a smaller share. The
conty also gets a cut as does several other entities,

Our way of life is changmg because the world is changmg and although we may try to
hold off change for as long as we can — most of us realize that change is the only way
to survive, Wind power is one of the ways to survive. Many people say that we
should not be focusing on the money — tell that to all the folks out of a job and looking
for work up here - WE HAVE TO FOCUS ON THE MONEY 1t is what keeps us
alive. If someone has a better idea that brings money and jobs to the area now and
helps keep farmland as farmland then I am ready to listen and to help.

Thank you for your time.

Lf"d?‘hﬁ B&sﬁ,gj
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Untitled

I'd like to offer three criticisms of how the state and Federal governments are
handling the wind farm issue.

First, there should not be huge government subsidies for wind power.

second, there should be State laws regulating wind farms similar to mineral Tease
agreements to protect landowners from carpet bagging.

Third, I believe the State is promoting windfarms in Huron County without enough
concern for the effects on the community. Residential propert¥ and the commercial
property that supports it has almost twice the value of agricultural land in the
county. As long as there 1is uncertaint¥ about where windfarms might be built the
pool of residential property buyers will be reduced. That's what happened to
betroit.

Huron County has a historical precedent for what is happening today. 40 years ago
the Federal government funded a study proposing to take 655 square miles of farmland
in the Thumb and install spray irrigation equipment to dispose of untreated Detroit
waste water. This became known_as the Sewage Farm. The project hasn't been built,
yet, but it damaged property values never the less. May be Huron County wind farms
will pave the way for the sewage farm to make a comeback.

It's common $ense that nobody is shopping for a wind farm dream house. Today Huron
County 15 being offered a sewage farm in the sky.

Rl () [horee 025
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My name is Tim Lalley, and I am a member of the Lake Township
planning commission. Since our township does not fall under county zoning,
myself and others have been working for quite some time on drafting a wind
ordinance specific to our township. The issue that has received the most
criticism from developers and land owners is that of citing and safe setbacks.
According to M.S.U Land Use Policy Institute, mentioned in your
proposed report, the estimated number of commercial scale wind turbines in Regroy o
f/’fég‘vf‘g( 4 g}ﬁ? Huron County will be between2800 and %OO. This does not even take into
account the fransmission towers that will accompany these turbines to export
any generated power.

Siting this many turbines that stand almost 400 feet tall will be critical to
the health, safety, and welfare of those residents living nearby. It will also be
critical for the protection of those residents’ property values as well.

Increasing setbacks from homes will have some effects. s

First, it will reduce the number of such turbines that a developer can site
within a certain area. This will undoubtedly affect that developer’s profit
margin but it will also reduce the chances that someone living in a home in
that area will be negatively impacted both physically and economically.

Our local governments’ priority is the health and welfare of the residents
of Huron County.

Credible health and sound studies have been done and continue to be done
to help in siting these turbines in safe and proper locations. Michigans’ own

~ Lawerence Technological Institute cempleted-a-comprehensive seund sty dy
15200 ol-as.Dr_Nina-Plerpen in thi
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To quote the Acoustic Ecology Institute in a special report on wind energy
noise impacts: :

“If the thousands of wind farms to be built in the coming decade are
placed too close to homes, the industry will be faced with an echoing chorus
of complaints and resistance for years to come, even if it manages to invent
much quieter machines. Better to be conservative, so as to build a reservoir
of goodwill rather than a rising tide of complaints.
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August 24, 2009
To: Wind Energy Resource Zone Board ~ From: Tuscola County Planning COMiSSiS(?

Re: Public Hearing Process on the Board’s Proposed Report

The Tuscola County Planning Commission is positioning Tuscola County and the local
units of government for the successful development of wind energy within the county and
the region. The recognition, as noted in the Wind Energy Resource Zone Board’s
Proposed Report, to be one of the recommended zones for wind development is
welcomed and appreciated. The county planning commission is committed to working
with local units of government and others to encourage proper planning and zoning for
wind energy and would offer the following comments and to publicly support the report.

1. The Tuscola County Planning Commission applauds the efforts of the Board in
determining the most suitable locations for placement of wind turl;iﬁes. Location
of wind turbines is best suited for agricultural areas because it provides
contiguous farmland and open space. Agriculture is the #1 industry in Tuscola
County and supported by the County Commissioners through a recently adopted
Tuscola County Farmland and Open Space Preservation Ordinance.

2. The Tuscola County Planning Commission is currently working on a Draft
Airport Zoning Ordinance using a “bow tie” approach plan and is a perfect
example of Tuscola County’s desire to think outside the box by allowing the local
airport, landowners, local governments, and wind energy development to co-exist.

3. The Tuscola County Planning Commission is encouraging the continued
education of local government’s elected and appointed officials and others
concerning Wind Energy. The recently appointed Wind Energy Sub-Committee
has developed a “Wind Energy Resource Library” that is available to the public
on the counties web site and information updates and resource additions will
keep it current.

4. The Tuscola County Planning Commission is discussing the development of a
MODEL Wind Energy Zoning Ordinance for local governments to use on a
voluntary basis to encourage proper zoning and planning for wind energy.
Consistency of zoning rules and regulations will be important as the county
moves forward with Wind Energy development.

5. The Tuscola County Planning Commission strongly supports and encourages ITC
to develop and build transmission lines capable of handling the additional load
anticipated by the development of Wind Energy facilities in the Thumb region. A
partnership with ITC and others would be encouraged to promote Renewable
Energy.
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Questions you need to ask and get the complete real true answers to.

When someone who can no longer get a good nights sleep in their own home due to wind
turbines then falls asleep or has an accident on the way to work or at work injuring or
killing themselves or another person who is going to be held accountable? '
The Guutb 12 5 . . .
Why do all witid ‘furbine companies require you when you sigh up to lease your land or
even sigh into the project and receive even one dollar to give up your right to speak
public ally about anything negative about them. If you do you will lose in court.

Why I thought they wanted to work with us and for us so the truth should be told first
hand and not hidden by a court order.

Why the need for you personally to burden your own legal fees when somegone sues
you due to a complaint from the noise and other problems created by théir turbine

o your land?

What is going to happen if the 2 current wind parks fail the meney is not there to
dismantle them who is going to pay for it?

How many years of operation does it take for a wind turbine to pay for itself the
true real cost excluding the subsidies?

Whe are your local officials watching out for on this issue the wind turbine
company’s or you the person that pay their wage and may have clected them?



it Natiomal
7 % Wind

August 19, 2009
MNova Scotia, Opinions

Skypewer obituary

“The mighty have fallen from their thrones™ the psalmist wrote. It’s a day now since the news got out
that Skypower of Toronto the Good has had a financial collapse, and to say that I was sorry would be
a lie,

T am in a celebrative mood for one reason alone: my neighbors nor I shall not have to live with them
as corporate neighbors! They don’t deserve to because they did not treat the people with due honor or
respect.

They were a people with a book of rules and regulations but without heart, a group of men and

women who chose the letter of the law and used it as a club to get their way, rather than to meet the
people half way and live by the spirit of it instead,

They did what they seem predestined to do viz. to divide and conquer. Secret tryst with municipal

leaders, faulty and flawed pseudo-Consultations with the people, secret leases with lessors sworn to
secrecy, and unkept promises for meetings never held — all about 2 Wind Turbine Communal Home
Invasion in the name of clean energy regardless of the cost to man nor beast in one of Nova Scotia’s

prime pristine gems still left.

From all appearances, neither our Municipal leaders nor Skypower, had the intestinal fortitude to
venture into the homeland of families here fifteen generations or more and many who have come
here since, to lay the cards on the table and open a discussion with the people. They slayed, instead,
democracy stone dead!

The issue for me is not the wind! The issue is democracy denied! At days end, some may have a few
more bucks in their pockets, but there still shall be no winners. Another chip off an already fragile
community demeans and cripples all the more.

Whatever be the future I don’t know, but as for Skypower I must say: Good Riddance!

http:/z’www.wmd-watch,org/news/?.()()f)/ 08/19/skypower-obituary/print/ 8/20/2009
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Wind Energy Resource Zone Board
Public Hearing-Bad Axe, August 24, 2009
Comment Card

1

Name: Many Mawals | Hezn A« @QM&@‘ . uu‘ﬁ T YEYIS
_|Artiliation (optional): .

Do you wish to speak todéy? (\_‘(esD Q A No:
Do you wish 1o provide written comments today?  _ . 48 Aol w i ttoa
Written Comments may be provided on this form or a separate sheet of paper, submitied on-line @

hitps:/fjanus.pscinc.com/WindEnergyResourceZone/ or mailed to Julie Baldwin, Board Secretary, Michigan Public
Service Commission, PO Box 30221, Lansing Ml 48909 by September 8, 2009.




August 31, 2009

Julie Baldwin, Board Secretary
Michigan Public Service Commission
PO Box 30221

Lansing, ML 48909

TO WHOM IT MAY CONCERN:

1 attended a public meeting regarding wind turbines in Bad Axe on Monday,

~ August 24, 2009 at the Expo Center at 11:00 a.m. 1 did comment at this meeting.
Comments were limited to 3 minutes. I had not originally planned to comment as I
thought that this meeting was only for the people whe wanted wind turbines in
Huren County. I think the reason I thought this was because in Huron County they
are the only people who’s opinion counts. I am serry to be so pessimistic bui thisis
how the last few years regarding turbines has gone for me and many others whe
thought that they would be detrimental to our county.

My problem is the value of the land that we have in the village of Ubly. Yes, we can
hear the turbines as.there are 3 behind eur house, sometimes a whoosh and
sometimes like jets going over. We are % mile north of Ubly, cut of the village limits
but our land is in the village limits.

We have sold two lots that were plotted by the village many years ago, and both of
these households can hear the wind turbines, and don’t like the sound, one has had
it loud inside her house with windows closed. She complained but is afraid to say
anything more because of the bad remarks she has heard since. The other couple
have complained when I talked to them but have not reported it by written
comment. They feel intimidated also.

Our problem is that the remaining plotted lots and definitely the land that is in the
village limits are not going to be able to be sold as who would what te build a house
so close to Tond wind turbines. I would like to get all this land out of the village of
Ubly and in order to do so, we need to spend money and get a lawyer to represent
us, even without knowing if we would be able to get this land ouf. We have already
Tost thousands of dolfars in the value of the plotted and also other land in the village
- limits, according to the assessment we had done. If the lots eannot be sold because
of the turbines, (which we are sure they won’t sell), we think the wind turbine
company should cover the cost of the lawyer to get our land out of the village. We
_pay taxes on this land for streets, lights, and village taxes. On land that will never
* be of use for homes. It seems that the wind turbine companies do not care about
that, enly about the money they make and tax incentives they receive by putting

them up.

Some of the citizens near Ubly tried to get them to change the setbacks to 1 mile
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from a village and 1800 feet from a house. The court in this county furned down the
petition that over 1,200 people signed. The people in village of Ubly could not sign
this petition because the government in Ubly had the say-so in kaving the wind
turbines so close. The village had years ago given the zoning rights to the county so
actually zoning was denied by the county zoning board in Bad Axe, whe will not
have wind turbines in their area because of the airport.

When the wind turbine company came around to see us they gave us a contract that
they give to people who will have turbines.on their land, so we know what this
contract says. One stipulation was that if we sign we are not able to talk about this
contact to anyone. We did not sign. I could see the anxiety of the man talking about
the turbines and the urgency in his voice that we sign up our land as an abutzent.
They would have been much closer to town and our home if we had signed. Iam so
happy that we did not sign, but now our land is less valuable and the reason is not
our fault. If we had signed, we would net have been able to write this letter.

I say that with the turbines so close to homes in this county, all those whe signed can
hear them but are not allowed to say this, and probably a few are terribly bothered
like some of the people who cannot even sleep in their homes. These participating
people are not allowed to talk about it to anyone, not you or anyone.

If you continue te allow setbacks of 1000 feet in other places, others will be in the-
very situation that we have in this county. They said the sound would not bother us,
or very little. I say it has changed our environment very much. We had lived in a
peaceful environment but now the wind turbines have changed that. The plotted
lots on our property are even closer to the wind turbines than us and even closer
than those that we sold lofs fo. They are not saleable as this is something people

would not want.

I hope you take this seriously as our environment has been ruined, our retirement

value of our property is now only as valuable as the agriculture property through no
faalt of ours.

I also feel that it will affect wild life becanse we have had many animals coming to
live around our heuse that never did before, they lived in the woods behind our
house (raccoons, gophers ete.), and I think the wind tarbine noise has made them
move. We have many more birds that we never had before, cardinals, blue jays, ete.
that we had not seen at-our bird feeders in the past.

1 do not lie, this is the situation as I truly see it and the government in Bad Axe

would not even listen te a respected sound specialist who tried to tell them. They |
ignored what he said and treated him badly when he attended the meeting they had.
They also treated me the same when I tried to tell them about the problems that
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might arise. I am guite sare that two members of the zoning board in Huron
County had signed up for wind turbines on their property, a real conflict of interest
if you ask me. Two of the village of Ubly township board also have turbines, both
have six, the most of anyone that got them. Is this a coincidence. I don’t know but it
just doesn’t seem right. If the state of Michigan does not do the wind turbine
placement right, a lot of people will be hurt. We just wanted what we had a right to,
land that is sellable for houses and now is not. This was part of our retirement
moncy. Money is not worth all the frouble that this has caused some of my
neighbors and friends.

Please keep this letter under your consideration before you decide where these wind
turbines should be placed. You have peoples lives and happiness in your hands.
Many people are bothered around the world with these wind turbines going up, and
no one seems to care. What a sad thing that is. This country needs to do better for

their peopie.

Sincerely hoping you understand,

Mary and Alger Nowak
4234 N, Washington St.
Ubly, Mi. 48475

Sanilac76@yahoo.com

989-658-8138




b “_.s_. & Mrs. Alger Nowak
4234 N Washington St
Ubly M} 43475

N
L
3 : mﬂm.@
T 3 o) .a\»
TR O i )
e - : o




r‘ﬁ.’j 74

Attn: Michigan Wind Energy Resource Zone Board

Wind generated electricity costs at least two to three times
more than electricity generated by natural gas. A report by the
Department of Energy estimated the federal capital subsidy at 2
15 cents per kwh and the generation subsidy at an additional 2
cent per kwh. These two subsidies account for 2/3's of the re-
turn for wind turbines according to a major Washington law firm.
To purchase wind-only power 1is estimated by Consumer Reports to
cost 2 cents per kwh more than conventional power sources aven
after subsidies.

The reason why wind power is more expensive i3 simply physics.
The most wind is near t%%, asts %E,ln the mountains. The Thumb
is rated a 3 out of Zgwhlc lS jus air. The developers of wind
power gquote how much power the turbines can generate, not what
they are likelyv to generate. In a low wind location like this
area they will never operate near rated capacity.

Wind power even in windy areas rarely hits rated capacity. The
California Energy Commission calculates that actual capacity
only hits 25% of rated capacity. This is because wind is vari-
able, intermittent and can't be relied on.

Wind power is also expensive because we are jamming 1n  techno-
logy that isn't competitive Why does DTE keep building these
expensive and unsightly machines 1f they aren't going to save us
money? Because the state has a law that says they have to gen-
erate renewable power without regard to how much money iU costs
the rate pavyers. Better technoiogy is being developed now in
our universities, but because of the mandate, DTE has to instalil
these large and noisy units now.

Wind turbines take up a lot of land. The Institute for Energy
Research estimates it takes 2000 times more space than conven-—
tional power sources. In Michigan the land with wind is by the
coasts and it is expensive and faces lots of opposition from
local residents. The Thumb is attractive not because there is
good wind, but because we are willing te rent our land cheap.

The current power grid is centralized. Large factories and cit-
ies are served by nearby power plants. Because there is littie
manufacturing in the Thumb the power will need to be routed a
long way to the cities. The loss of power makes it silly to
build a conventional power plant here. Buif we propoese Lo do
that with the wind turbines, anyway¥.

IW‘WOC‘SO T et ‘PC(S \@\(}*—



The real problem with wind power is that it is a creature Of
government incentives and mandates. What the government gives,
it can take away. California had an explesicn of these units
installed in the mid-1980s based on similar favorable tax
credits. Within 5 years after the credits expired many of these
units were out of service and abandoned by the companies that
puilt them. Just imagine what a 400 foot tall rusting stationary
wind turbine will look like, that sits for 20 years.

Sincerely,

Marjorie Zott

QEEJ é»“&zgk



6002 ‘g Joquierdag Aq 6068Y [N BUisUET '1220€ X0 Od ‘UOISSILWOY 80iAIeS

aland uebiyoip ‘Arelalosg pleog ‘Uimpleg aiine 0} pejiewl 1o /auozZ20inosayABIsuzpul M/Wwoorouosd snuel;/sdny
® aul-uo pamwgns ‘1aded Jo J9ays sjeredes B 40 WO} SIY) UC pepirold aq Aew SJUBWIWIOYD USRUM

¢ Aepol silaliiog uaiiim epiaotd o) Ysim NOA o

T Y

r.ﬁ.@ Ot C ﬁew_%j 0.4 BOYITT rm,?_cw ¢ ABepo] eads 0] Usim noA oQ

":wco:aow :o_“m:_vfw

mo:z}f wﬂim Qn&_\va PR RN

i B i RN A

o%

ples juswuio)
6002 ‘¥ 1snbny ‘exy peg-BuliesH olignd
pleog auoz 92inosay Abieug puipy




8-Bureay olgng
ABisuz py) M




2

“B00Z ‘g 15quIeIdes AQ 60687 IN DUISUBT "L220E X0d Od "UOISSIUWIOD SMSS
algng uebiyoiy ‘Arejeioeg pleogd ‘umpleg siine 0} pejiew Jo JauozesinosaygAbreugpul AM/wooouwosd-snuelsdiy
‘Jaded jo Jeays @leredss B JO WIOJ SIL} UO papinoid oq Asul sjuSWWLO USHUM

® SUull-u0 pepRIUagns

7.kepo] SjUSLLILLIOD UBllIm 8pircid O} YSIm NOA 0C}

'ON / A\Mm V )

;Aepol yeads 0} ysim NoA og

BN pISoy NG

:{feuondo) uoneBiY

PO

5:,\., STH,  eweN

plen WUstiwo)
6002 ‘2 1snBny ‘exy peg-bulesH aliand
pieog euoz soinosay Abisul puim




'600¢ ‘g Jaquisldsg Aq 60681 N mc_mcm,_ ‘Lecoe xog Od ‘uoissiwiuio) @olAleg
dqne uebiyony ‘Arejaioeg Pleoq ‘umpleg synp o) pajiew lo \wconEzowmmxmhmcwv:_g\phoo,ogoma.mncm_\\“mn_zs
@ BUil-uo payuigns “Jeded 10 J98ys sleredas e 10 WIof siyy uo papiaosd aq Aew Slusllwon uayup

$ABPROY SIUSWIWoD Uspum spiacid o} Usim noA o

- — ON =YY ¢Aepo] yesds o) Usim noA og

(feuondo) uoneniy

TR | /_8UEN

Pied uawwon ,
m/u N 6002 “veg 1snbny ‘exy pPeg-Bunesy ojgny
pieog suoz soinossy ABJauz puipp

e

e —



Elaine Laming September 2, 2009
5050 Bad Axe Rd.
Ubly, ML 48475

Julie Baldwin, Board Secretary
Michigan Public Service Commission
P.O. Box 30221

Lansing, MI 48909

Dear Julie,

T am writing in response to the Wind Energy Meeting on August 24, 2009 at the Expo Center in
Bad Axe, Michigan. I think that there should be a moratorium set forth on developing any new
Wind Parks in Michigan until the Harvest Wind Park and Michigan Wind Park I can do more
research. A project that is this big and will affect so many people needs to have done all the
research possible to find out if the towers are really worth putting up. After experiencing all the
negative effects of the wind towers, I do not think it is a good idea to put up these towers so
close to peoples’ houses.

This whole situation with the wind towers is such a nightmare for the citizens and our State is
allowing it. Ididn’t know the health issues I was having was all related to the turbines. I've been
living by large dairy operations for 19 years now. They j Just do whatever they feel like domg
without thinking about how their nelghbors wxll be affected. Tt’s the same as these bigwind
towers. The people involved with the wind towers will do whatever they feel like doing and we
will not have___any say in the matter. .. .

I never thought these towers were gomg to affect 1 me in the > way in which they have. Then,
Sheridan Township voted to put them up. Now I have to live with the towers for the rest of my
life. The noise that these towers create is a constant noise that is 24 hours a day, seven daysa
week. I have to take a sleep aide just so I can get a good nights sleep, because the noise keeps
me up. The blades also create a shadow flickering in the house when the sun hits them just right.
Even when all the shades are down and the blinds are pulled, it still goes right through. It’s so
bad that it gives my family and 1 headaches. T don’t feel that I should have to leave because this is
my home, but the only way to escape the turbines is to go in an area that does not have them.

Our Commissioners went to New York and supposedly didn’t hear the noise that these towers

~made. Apparently they didn’t question anybody about it either. When I found out towers would
be put up on the property surrounding my house, 1 went to the Wisconsin sight to do some
research. After discovering my findings, I knew we were in trouble. It took our own citizens to
do the research that our commissioners should have done before the towers were even put up.
Our commissioners shortchanged the citizens of Huron County.

I know that more towers wﬂl not aﬁ'ect me because I have them all around my house If I can do
anything to prevent someone else from gomg through the hell that I have been going through I
will. The wind turbines do not belong in a residential area where $0 many peopie are negattvely



affected. I can’t even enjoy being in and around my house because the noise of the towers is so
overbearing. I am so disappointed with this whole situation with the wind towers. More research
should have been done with a project of this magnitude. If the turbines were researched a little
more, people would see that they are not as great as they are made out to be.

Sincerely, _
e 5mess

Elaine Laming
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Lisa Laming September 5, 2009
5050 Bad Axe Road
Ubly, MI 48475

Julie Baldwin, Board Secretary
Michigan Public Service Commission
P.O. Box 30221

Lansing, MI 48909

Dear Ms. Baldwin:

I am writing in response to the Wind Energy Meeting on August 24, 2009 at the Expo
Center in Bad Axe, Michigan. 1 think that developing any new Wind Parks in Michigan
should be put on hold until the Harvest Wind Park and Michigan Wind Park 1 can do
more research. A project that is this big and will affect so many people needs to have
done all the research possible to find out if the towers are really worth putting up. Afier
experiencing all the negative effects of the wind towers, I do not think it is a good idea to
put up these towers so close to peoples’ houses.

When I came home from college back in May 2009, the wind towers were so loud I
couldn’t sleep for days. I could hear the towers all night long. On specific days 1 could
really hear them in the mornings. Once T was up 1 could not get back to sleep because the
towers were all that I heard. I don’t like going outside either anymore because of the
wind towers. The sound that they make is really annoying. I invited my friends to go
tanning outside with me at my house one day. When they came over they said they
couldn’t believe how loud they were. It was really distracting.

The strobbing lights are another préblem. The strobbing lights of the blades comes
through the windows of the house and is so irritating that it gives me a headache. Even
when all the shades are down and the blinds are all pulled, it still goes right through the
windows. ' '

1 feel sorry for my parents because they have to live with it everyday, but I can at least
escape it by going back to Saginaw for college. Knowing that when I come home ] have
to come home to the wind towers, it really discourages me from wanting to come home as
often as I used to. I really hope that more research is done before any more wind towers
are put up. I do not feel that they are as great as everyone makes them out to be.

Si’nqé_rely, i

Lisalaming
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Wind Energy Resource Zone Board
Public Hearing-Bad Axe, August 24, 2009
Comment Card

Name: h\\&S 7 N\a\\&w\ i NNR@& @ax\m\ %\a\w %Mukw& § N " i
Affiliation (optional): ~ %" | 7y AL oy g b el Ty 71759
Do you wish to speak today?  |Yes: N
Do you wish to provide written comments today? f\

Written Comments may be provided on this form or a separate sheet of paper, submitted on-line @
https://janus.pscinc.com/WindEnergyResourceZone/ or mailed to Juiie Baldwin, Board Secretary, Michigan Public
Service Commission, PO Box 30221, Lansing Mi 48909 by September 8, 2009.
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Recelved
Michigan Public Service Commission

SEP 23 2008

September 21, 2009
Electric Rellability Division
Hello ‘,. N W
W
My name is Richard Duemling. I have lived on § small farm most of my life. My family
and I love it here in Huron County, Michigan. We have no wind lease Yet, the income
from a lease would add considerably to our farms viability.

I attended the wind resource meeting in Bad Axe on August 24”1 came to listen and did
not speak. Young people and working farmers were under represented that day. I'know
lots of farmers and others who support wind energy development here. Some people you

- heard complain those days were complaining before any wind turbines were even
erected.

I have also lived in St. Clair County, Michigan, home to several large coal plants. I have
seen and heard the ships, trains, ash piles and smoke associated with this method of
power generation. My work in security has taken me to three Michigan nuclear power
plants, most recently to Cook Nuclear Power Station. Ihave seen first hand the
incredible anti-terror security measures required since 9/11.

Michigan has no coal, yet imports and burns huge amounts every day. Clean coal is a
misnomer, decades away if possible at all.

The wind farms here in Huron County are producing better than expected, generating
some power 85 percent of the time. If climate change is real, it will affect the world’s
poorest people first. If we resource rich Michiganders can help, we should.

"r Here may be some sacrifice living near these large wind farms, but also some pride.

In closing, I urge you to support wind energy development and aid county and township
government with the legal and zoning issues.

i
o7
»" 4

/"“\
Thank you, 4/

; / B
Richard Duemling 7 M & wa

089-658-2552 /



-t
¥
P
i "
§

H

i

wm: mmm: -m.mum“:.mmmﬁa"*m:mm:_ma.—w»—«:wm:ﬂi-.*:ﬂ.m:—nw.

O

e URLE . - i .
e ¥ REETA TR B Y

< oy W AND USpUIW |
'PY MI0d GLLY

T R R

'

Frrmt AR

s 7




September 3, 2009
Dear Ms. Baldwin,
Please convey our comments to the MI Public Service Commission on wind turbines.

We understand the concern about energy and renewable energy and the State of Michigan's
mandate to obtain ten percent of our energy from renewables by 2015.

Also, we are aware of the wind studies showing the Thumb of Michigan as one of the top
areas of strong winds. In recent months, all stops have been pulled to go ahead
full steam to plan this decided vision of two to four thousand turbines in Michigan's Thumb.

If this project becomes reality, we have the following reasons to be greatly concerned:
1. Rural residential property values will certainly decrease. This is common sense.

2. Turbines would change the landscape forever. There would be no point in the three-
county area where they wouldn't be seen.

3. We have concern for our rural residents. Already, health problems are known. These
issues would be multiplied.

4. 1t has been said that migratory birds can avoid turbines. Will they then avoid the three
counties?

5. Two to four thousand turbines in the Thumb would most likely affect growth in our towns
and surrounding areas. The novelty will wear off after the curiosity of seeing them once.
Finally, we will have the desire fo get away from them and live elsewhere.

Adequate set-backs are crucial! The World Health Organization recommends 1.5 kilometers.
Some doctors recommend 2 kilometers.

We ask for a moratorium on any construction until all the questions have been adequate]y
answered and more information is gathered.

Sincerel

John and ‘Ruth Depner
5945 GriggsRd.

Caseville, M1 48725




John + Kuth Deprer

1 am a physician and scientist; my expertise lies in clinical and environmental

matters. Whether or not wind proves to be a viable source of power, it is absolutely
essential that windmills not be sited any closer than 1.25 miles (2 km) from people’s
homes or anywhere else people regularly congregate. (Highways are also a problem for
motorists with seizure and migraine disorders and motion sensitivity, from the huge
spinning blades and landscape-sweeping shadow flicker.) I consider a 1.25 mile set-back
a minimum figure. In hilly or mountainous topographies, where valleys act as natural
channels for noise, this 1.25 mile set-back should be extended anywhere from 2-3 miles

from homes.

Let me be clear: there is nothing, absolutely nothing, in the wind energy proposition that
says windmills must be sited next door (often 1000 feet) to people’s homes and
workplaces. Siting, after all, is the crux of the issue.

Irresponsible siting is what most of the uproar is about. Corporate economics favor
building wind turbines in people’s backyards; sound clinical medicine, however, does not.

- Dr. Nina Pierpont



John + Kot

Nina Pierpont, MD PhD

Fellow of the American Academy of Pediatrics
February 8, 2006

Education

1991 M.D. The Johns Hopkins University School of Medicine
1985 Ph.D. Princeton University (Behavioral Ecology)

1981 M.A. Princeton University (Behavioral Ecology)

1977 B.A. Yale University, National Merit Scholar {cum laude)

Post-Doctoral Training

1992 to 94 Pediatrics Dartmouth-Hitchcock Medical Center, Lebanon, NH
1991 to 92 Pediatrics Children's National Medical Center, Washington, DC
1985 1o 88 Ornithology American Museum of Natural History, New York, NY

Licensure and Certification

1987 Licensed Physician, New York

1997 Licensed Physician, New Hampshire {expired)

1995 Pediatric Advanced Life Support Instructor and Affiliate Faculty

1984 Diplomate, American Board of Pediatrics (recertified 2000, expires 2008)
1994 Licensed Physician, Ataska {expired)

Hospital or Affiliated Institution Appointments

10/00 to 12/03 Senior Attending in Pediatrics Bassett Healthcare, Cooperstown, NY
1997 to 00 Attending Pediatrician Alice Hyde Hospital, Malone, NY

Dprer

1995 to 96 Chief of Pediatrics Yukon-Kuskokwim (Yup'ik Eskimo) Delta Regional Hospital, Bethel, AK
1994 to 95 Staif Pediatrician Yukon-Kuskokwim (Yup'ik Eskimo) Delta Regional Hospital, Bethel, AK

Other Professional Positions

2004 to ... Private Practice (Solo) Pediatrics (emphasizing Behavioral Peds) Malone, NY
1998 to 00 Private Practice (Solo) Pediatrics Malone, NY (poorest county in state)

1997 to 00 Staff Pediatrician St. Regis Mohawk (lroquois) Health Services, Hogansburg, NY

1997 to 98 Staff Pediatrician North Counfry Children's Clinic (clinic for needy children), Malone, NY

Academic Appointments

20040 to 03 Assistant Clinical Professor of Pediatrics
Columbia University, College of Physicians and Surgeons
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Wind Energy Resource Zone Board
Public Hearing-Bad Axe, August 24, 2009
Comment Card

Name:"’h/lan\g Mo\—urﬂv( Helaw A MIW@.} Ut , ML 4E475
Affiliation (optional): . &

Do you wish to speak today? (Q_(esD Q Al No:
Do you wish to provide written comments today? .. 40 Arvvortl e, W oo mal
Written Comments may be provided on this form or a separate sheet of paper, submitted on-line @

hitps:/fjanus.pscinc.com/WindEnergyResourceZone/ or mailed to Julie Baldwin, Board Secretary, Michigan Public
Service Commission, PO Box 30221, Lansing Ml 48909 by September 8, 2009.
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August 31, 2009

Julie Baldwin, Board Secretary
Michigan Public Service Commission
PO Box 30221

Lansing, M1. 48909

TO WHOM IT MAY CONCERN:

1 attended a public meeting regarding wind turbines in Bad Axe on Monday,
August 24, 2009 at the Expo Center at 11:00 a.m. 1 did comment at this meeting.
Comments were limited to 3 minutes. I had not originally planned to comment as I
thought that this meeting was only for the people who wanted wind turbines in
Huron County. I think the reason I thought this was because in Huron County they
are the only people who’s opinion counts. I am sorry to be so pessimistic but this is
how the last few years regarding turbines has gone for me and many others whe
thought that they would be detrimental to our county.

My problem is the value of the land that we have in the village of Ubly. Yes, we can
hear the turbines as.there are 3 behind our house, sometimes a whoosh and
sometimes like jets going over. We are ¥ mile north of Ubly, out of the village limits
but cur land is in the village limits.

We have sold two lots that were plotted by the village many years ago, and both of
these houscholds can hear the wind turbines, and don’t like the sound, one has had
it loud inside her house with windows closed. She complained but is afraid to say
anything more because of the bad remarks she has heard since. The other couple
have complained when I talked to them but have not reported it by written
comment. They feel intimidated also.

Our problem is that the remaining plotted lots and definitely the land that is in the
village limits are not going to be able to be sold as who would what to build a house
so close to loud wind turbines. 1 would like to get all this land out of the village of
Ubly and in order to do so, we need to spend money and get a lawyer to represent
us, even without knowing if we would be able to get this land out. We have already
lost thousands of dollars in the value of the plotted and also other land in the village
limits, according to the assessment we had done. If the lots cannot be sold because
of the turbines, (which we are sure they won’t sell), we think the wind turbine
company should cover the cost of the lawyer to get our land out of the village. We
pay taxes on this land for streets, lights, and village taxes. On land that will never
be of use for homes. It seems that the wind turbine companies do not care about
that, only about the money they make and tax incentives they receive by putting
them up.

Some of the citizens near Ubly tried to get them to change the setbacks to 1 mile



Page 2

from a village and 1800 feet from a house. The court in this county turned down the
petition that over 1,200 people signed. The people in village of Ubly could not sign
this petition because the government in Ubly had the say-so in having the wind
turbines so close. The village had years ago given the zoning rights to the county so
actually zoning was denied by the county zoning board in Bad Axe, whe will not
have wind turbines in their area because of the airport.

‘When the wind turbine company came around to see¢ us they gave us a contract that
they give to people who will have turbines.on their land, so we know what this
contract says. One stipulation was that if we sign we are not able to talk about this
contact to anyene. We did not sign. I could see the anxiety of the man talking about
the turbines and the urgency in his voice that we sign up our land as an abutment.
They would have been much closer to town and our heme if we had signed. I am so
happy that we did not sign, but now our land is less valuable and the reason is not
our fault. If we had signed, we would not have been able to write this letter.

I say that with the turbines so close to homes in this county, all those who signed can
hear them but are not allowed to say this, and probably a few are terribly bothered
like some of the people who cannot even sleep in their homes. These participating
people are not allowed to talk about it to anyone, not you or anyone,

If you continue to allow setbacks of 1000 feet in other places, others will be in the
very situation that we have in this county. They said the sound would not bother us,
or very little. I say it has changed our environment very much. We had lived in a
peaceful environment but now the wind turbines have changed that. The plotted
lots on our property are even closer to the wind turbines than us and even closer
than those that we sold lots te. They are not saleable as this is something people
would not want,

I hope you take this seriously as our environment has been ruined, our retirement
value of our property is now only as valuable as the agriculture property through no
fault of ours.

I also feel that it will affect wild life because we have had many animals coming to
live areund our house that never did before, they lived in the woods behind our
house (raccoons, gophers etc.), and I think the wind turbine noise has made them
meve. We have many more birds that we never had before, cardinals, blue jays, etc.
that we had not seen at our bird feeders in the past.

I do not lie, this is the sitnation as I truly see it and the government in Bad Axe
would not even listen to a respected sound specialist who tried to tell them. They
ignored what he said and treated him badly when be attended the meeting they had.
They also treated me the same when I tried to tell them about the problems that



Page 3

might arise. I am quite sure that two members of the zoning board in Huron
County had signed up for wind turbines on their property, a real conflict of interest
if you ask me. Twe of the village of Ubly township board also have turbines, both
have six, the most of anyone that got them. Is this a coincidence. I don’t know but it
just doesn’t seem right. If the state of Michigan does not do the wind turbine
placement right, a lot of people will be hurt. We just wanted what we had a right to,
land that is sellable for houses and now is not. This was part of our retirement
money. Money is not worth all the trouble that this has caused some of my
neighbors and friends.

Please keep this letter under your consideration before you decide where these wind
turbines should be placed. You have peoples lives and happiness in your hands.
Many people are bothered around the world with these wind turbines going up, and
no one seems to care. What a sad thing that is. This country needs to do better for
their people.

Sincerely hoping you understand,

il

Mary and Alger Nowak
4234 N. Washington St.
Ubly, Mi. 48475

Sanilac76@yahoo.com

989-658-8138
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